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News from the STA Mass 

communities: 

 

7:15 Daily Mass: This daily 
Mass has regular attendance of 
25-30 persons.   

 

7:30 Sunday Mass:  This early 
Mass is popular with folks who 
like to get an early start on their 
Sunday activities. 

 

8:45 Sunday Mass: The bap-
tism of Bonnie Chandler will 
take place during Mass on Janu-
ary 13. 

 
10:30 Sunday Mass:  Bass 
singers are needed for the com-
munity choir.  See choir direc-
tor Paul Prochaska after Mass.  
 
12:00 Sunday Mass:  Please 
see page 2 for roster of St. Ann 
Choir events in January and Feb-
ruary. 
 
12:15 Daily Mass: Downtown 
workers are frequently in atten-
dance at this Mass.. 

Monthly Meeting:  
2nd Thursday of the month  
 

Next regular Site meeting: 
Thursday, January 9, 2013  
7:30 pm, Thomas House Library 
 

Agenda (tentative): 
• Library Report 

• STA remodel phases II & III 

• Homeless policies 

 

Monthly newsletter: 
Sunday before 2nd Thursday 

Editor: Kay Williams, 650-328-
2781, kaywill@pacbell.net 

STA Site 

Committee plans: 

Steeple Talk 

Newsletter  o f  the St .  Thomas Aquinas Church Si te  Committee 

The Thomas House Library Committee 

is pleased to announce the formal Open 

House of the Thomas Jaworowski Li-

brary in the Thomas House on Sunday, 

January 27, from 1—3:30 p.m.  All are 

welcome to drop by and take a look at 

the books donated by many members of 

the STA community.  Hundreds of 

books have been catalogued by mem-

bers of the Library Committee.  Catego-

ries of books include: Religious Life, 

Liturgy, Homilies and Sermons, Mary 

(Specifically), Ancient Church, Chil-

dren’s Books, Theology, Health and 

End of 

Life, 

Psy-

chology and Self-Help.  In addi-

tion, copies of religious periodi-

cals are also available 

(Commonweal, National Catholic 

Reporter, Sojourners, e.g.)   

The Library Committee continues to meet at least twice a month 

and holds the library open to the community while committee 

members are working on the collection.  If you are walking or 

Church redecoration moves along:        

STA altar platform revealed:
A round of applause has been 

earned by Ranger Construction, 

which met its deadline for the 

reconstruction of the church altar 

platform.  Work on the altar be-

gan on November 12, and on 

December 12 the plastic curtain 

came down and the altar was 

revealed.  Kudos to Jan Dedek, 

member of the STA Interior 

Committee, who worked closely 

with the Ranger crew to move 

along smartly with the reconfig-

uring of the platform, the instal-

lation of the hardwood flooring 

and the temporary carpet.   

Next steps: 
The next phase of work on the 

church interior includes the 

electrical, lighting and sound 

work that will improve the 

general experience of worship.  

It is anticipated that this work 

will more forward in February. 

 

And Phase III will be the 

painting of walls and altar, 

refinishing of the pews and 

floor, and final carpet installa-

tion, which will commence 

once the electrical and sound 

work is done.   

Comments from the 

pews: 
“I really like the beige car-

pet.”   

“The space is really opened 

up.” 

“The stripe painted on the 

edge of the new altar plat-

form steps is not exactly 

even all the way 

around.” (This from Jan 

Dedek, master craftsman 

himself, who oversaw the 

workers.  Take a look for 

yourself and see what you 

think.). 

Thomas House Library Open House January 27: 

driving by the Thomas 

House, you may see a tent 

sign on the front walk, in-

viting visitors to stop by 

and browse through the col-

lection of books.  Take ad-

vantage of the opportunity 

to pause, pick up a book of 

prayers, thoughtful com-

mentary or a novel, settle 

down in the cozy living 

room, and read for a bit. 



St Ann Choir events in January 

and February: 
 

All are invited to join the St. Ann Choir 

for special services in Gregorian chant 

polyphony.  All Masses are held at St. 

Thomas Aquinas Church: 
 

Epiphany:  

Sunday, January 6, 12:00 noon, Sung 

Mass in Latin, Ludwig Senfl, Missa Nisi 

Dominus. 
 

Baptism of the Lord:  

Sunday, January 13, 12:00 noon, Sung 

Mass in Latin, William Byrd, Mass for 

Three Voices. 
 

Candlemas:  

Friday evening, February 1, 8:00 p.m., 

Candlelight procession and Sung Mass in 

Latin, details to be announced. 
 

Ash Wednesday:  

Wednesday evening, February 13, 8:00 

p.m. Latin Mass in Gregorian chant with 

distribution of ashes. 

Mission Statement: The Site Committee for St. 

Thomas Aquinas Church works to encourage 

community-building within our six individual Mass 

communities, among our Mass communities, and 

within the larger parish community.  We do this 

by enhancing our liturgies, exercising responsible 

stewardship of our facilities, and working to im-

prove communications at all levels of our parish 

community. 

Site committee meetings are (usually) held the 2nd 

Thursday of the month in the Library of the Thomas 

House. All are welcome, but if you cannot attend, send 

questions or suggestions to Kay Williams, 328-2781, 

kaywill@pacbell.net. 
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NEWSLETTER OF THE ST.  THOMAS 
AQUINAS CHURCH SITE COMMITTEE 

St. Thomas Aquinas Site Committee: 
Ted Baer                   Bob Barron               Helen Baumann     
Philip Boudart            Lorraine Dabney       Judy Foley  
Anna Jaklitsch            Bill Mahrt                 Bob March   
Mike McMahon          Bea Peterson            Patti Robison 
Mario Veloro             Kay Williams      and occasional others 

From the church steps: 

Parish pathways: 

The St. Ann Choir is under the direction of 

Professor William Mahrt, who is president 

of the Church Music Association of Amer-

ica and editor of its journal, Sacred Music.  

For membership and subscription, free ac-

cess to back issues of the journal, 

downloads of chant books, and much else, 

see the website: www.musicasacra.com.  

For an hour-long video of their summer 

Colloquium, on the same website, search 

“Sacred, Beautiful, and Universal, Collo-

quium XIX” and scroll down two pages for 

the video.  Professor Mahrt’s book The 

Musical Shape of the Liturgy, has just been 

published and is available from Amazon.

com. 
 

STA Site Committee invites you: 

Do you like to make things happen in your 

community?  Do you have a tolerance for 

one meeting a month for two hours in the 

evening?  Are you interested in concrete 

tasks of organizing or researching or scout-

ing?  Do you like working on a team?   

If any of these questions can be answered 

with a “yes,” then bring that willing spirit 

to the St. Thomas Aquinas Site Com-

mittee!  Meetings are held the 2nd 

Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in 

the Thomas House.   

Plans in the works currently for STA 

site include adding a projector and 

screen (painting one wall with special 

paint) for showing movies in the base-

ment hall; organizing the kitchen 

shelves and pantry so that all the 

groups that host hospitality in the Tho-

mas House are well stocked and know 

how to re-stock; setting up recycling 

bins in all common areas of the Tho-

mas House; outfitting the office in the 

Thomas House with a computer and 

printer.  Meet some of the tenants who 

rent the upstairs apartments and learn 

what it’s like to share living with a 

busy church community.  What project 

interests you?  Contact Kay Williams, 

kaywill@pacbell.net, or Helen 

Baumann, hbbaumann@aol.com with 

concerns or ideas about how STA can 

be a better place for worship and com-

munity.   

Every week we study a few pages 

of his book “Open Mind Open 

Heart.” Come and taste and see 

the goodness of quieting your 

mind so you can open up to the 

action and presence of the Holy 

Spirit.   
 

Contact Jean Ramacciotti at pa-

jeanr@yahoo .com for informa-

tion or instruction.  

 

New Year’s resolution:  Visit 

the website of our parish once a 

week!  You will find the site at 

www.paloaltocatholic.org.  There 

is a wealth of information there, 

covering the parish staff and his-

tory, sacramental preparation, 

catechetical programs, becoming 

a Catholic, Human Concerns, 

Green Committee, parish calendar 

of activities, parish photographs, 

serving in a parish ministry, find-

ing prayer groups and opportuni-

ties, adult education series, out-

reach to other churches, and links 

to other Catholic resources.  No 

excuse for ignorance of our parish 

life will hold water this year. 

Pilgrimage to Ireland with Fr. 

Matt in August 2013: 
 

Our pastor Fr. Matt Stanley will 

be leading a pilgrimage to the 

Emerald Isle where we will spend  

some time in the Waterford area, 

Killarney, Galway, Connemara, 

Knock, Sligo and Dublin. This is 

a beautiful country and we will 

surely have a grand old time! We 

will depart the states on August 

19, 2013 and return on August 29 

unless you opt for the extended 

trip to London for four days. If 

you do, you will return on Sep-

tember 1. 
 

If you are interested in joining us, 

please contact Fr. Matt at 650-

494-2496 ext. 12 or 

mstanley@dsj.org.  

 

Centering Prayer group meets 

every Thursday: 
 

Join other contemplatives at 7:00 

pm every Thursday at Dermody 

Center for silent meditation from 

7–8pm. We adhere to the process 

taught by Fr . Thomas Keating. 


